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Welcome to the 2007 Anisfield- ( h,md,mmh Ngozi
Wolf Book Awards ceremony.
For more than 70 years, the
Anisfield-Wolf Book Awards has
recognized writers whose works
contribute to our understanding
and appreciation of the rich
diversity of human cultures.
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Scott Reynolds
Nelson

Steel Drivin' Man:
The Untold Story
of an American
Legend

Scott Reynolds Nelson

is the Leslie and

Naomi Legum Professor

of History at the College of William and Mary.

Steel Drivin® Man, which explores the real life and
legend of railway hero John Henry, received the

Merle Curti Prize for best book in U.S. social and

cultural history from the Organization of American

Historians and the National Award for Arts
Writing. The book received widespread coverage
in publications as diverse as The New York Times,
The Chicago Tribune and Entertainment Weelkly.
His research was featured on the cover of the
Chroniele of Higher Education and has been
given prominence on the History Channel.

Nelson is the author of the 1999 work lron
Confederacies: Southern Railways, Klan Violence,
and Reconstruction and is the co-author of the
rPrf-nﬂ\ published A People At War: Civilians and
ivil War. He is currently
\wrlunu on a children’s book, Ain’t Nothing But a
Man: M_} Quest to Find the Real John Henry,
with co-author Mare Aronson.

He received his bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral
degrees in history from the University of North
l,.arolma-l,.hapet "Hill, He resides in 'W]]]lamsl,uuru
Virginia.

Taylor Branch

Born in Atlanta, Taylor

Branch is an American
author and historian
best known for his
award-winning trilogy
chronicling the life of
Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. and the histo-
ry of the American
civil rights movement.

The first volume, Parting the Waters: America in
the King Years, 1954-63, published in 1988,
received the Pulitzer Prize for History, National
Book Crities Cirele Award for general nonfiction
and the 1989 Anisfield-Wolf Book Award for non-
fiction. The second volume, Pillar of Fire: America
in ihe ﬁm,:_{ ears, 19603-05, followed in 1998,
Among its recognitions were the American Bar
Aikoeiation’s Silver el Kinmnd wnd the Sidney
Hillman Book Award. He completed the tr]lug\ in
2006 with the publication of At Canaan’s Edge:
America in the King Years, 1965-08.

Branch attended the University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill on a Morehouse Scholarship. He gradu-
ated in 1968 and went on to earn an M.P.A from
the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and Inter-
national Affairs at Princeton University. He received

a MacArthur Foundation “genius gTaut in 1991
and the National Humanities Medal in 1999,

In 1972 Branch helped run George MeGovern's
Texas presidential campaign. One of his co-leaders
in that effort was Bill Clinton, who would later
become President of the United States. Branch is
currently working on Wrestling History: The Bill
Clinton: Tapes, based on hours of late night conver-
sations with the former president in the private
residence at the White House.

Branch lives in Baltimore, Maryland.

Anisfield-Wolf Book Awards

72nd Annual Celebration

2007 Anisfield-Wolf Awards Jury

Thank You



The Cleveland Foundation administers
the Anisfield-Wolf Book Awards,

I Anisfiel d-Wolf
Book Awards:

Opening Minds. Challenging Minds.®

The Cleveland Foundation

1422 Euclid Avenue, Suite 1300
Cleveland, Ohio 44115
216.861.3810 » fax 216.861.2229
www.clevelandioundation.org
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